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   Sometimes we are encouraged to confront our fears. My nephew had a fear of 

spiders, so when a movie came out called, “Arachnophobia”, he decided that 

watching spiders crawling all over people might be an opportunity to confront that 

fear. It did not work. Not really surprising. 

   That does not mean that avoiding our fears is a good approach, however. At the end 

of Matthew 8, the people in a town were being terrorized by two very violent demon-

possessed men, and had understandably chosen to avoid them. Who wouldn’t? But 

when Jesus came and exercised his authority over those demons, rather than being 

joyful and feeling comforted, they feared Jesus as well. They begged the one who had 

saved those men and removed the horror from their community to leave. 

   Many of those who need God most avoid Him rather than seeking to come to know 

Him and find the comfort and security He can provide. Even some Christians avoid 

seeking a deeper relationship with God for a similar reason. We tend to fear what we 

do not understand. Ironically, the best way to overcome our fears is to seek a better 

understanding of what we fear. As we come to know God, we love him more, and 

“Perfect love drives out fear” (I John 4:18).  -Mark 

 

                                                            

 

     

                                                                                                                                                                          

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
                                                       Today’s Lesson 
                                                 The Upside Down Kingdom 

                  Fear Less 
                                       Matthew 8:28-34 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>                



 
 

 

 

                                                                                        

Remember in Prayer: 

Cindy’s son-in-law in Iowa, Steven, who was badly burned, seems to be healing better than expected, 
but keep praying for his healing and for his wife and daughter!  
Cindy did have her procedure on Friday, but it did not provide full relief yet. 
Werner also has a procedure coming soon. 
Carol’s husband John’s hip replacement is finally showing some healing. Pray for more! 
Kennedy Booker, the wife of Minnie’s grandson, Mason, is suffering from the same rare disorder that 
ravaged Kayla (Mason’s mother). Surgery is likely. Kayla has had a relapse, but her doctors feel that her 
condition may be manageable through diet. 
Ken has about seven more weeks of daily radiation. He is not expected to feel many side effects, but 
pray that he will not, and that it is as effective as they expect it to be. 
Pray for Minnie’s brother Gene and wife Norma. They are struggling. 
Pray for Eva and her boys! 
Joe’s shoulder is healing, but he needs approval for treatment for other issues.  
Mark’s niece, Melanie, is suffering pain from spjnal stenosis, but is somewhat better. 
Mark’s brother-in-law, Paul’s dementia is worsening. Pray for his wife, Sue! 
Keep Betty’s Mom and the rest of the family in prayer after the loss of Betty’s dad, and her uncle died 
recently in California City. His daughter from Texas is recovering from health issues in California City. 
In addition to his paralysis, Kirk Stewart has cancerous sores on his head, and both ears.  
Pray for the health of Bob Rivera and Beverly Ator.  
Ruthie’s friend, Gillian, Cindy’s family members, Jason, Dustin, Randy, Karen’s friends, Wolf, Jon, 
Wayne, Trish, Jessica, and Tommy, and Mark and Brenda’s neighbor, Ken, and Jody, another neighbor, 
all have cancer. Pray for healing! 

New Study Starts Tuesday! 

God of Covenant, by Jen Wilkins will help us explore the 

lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & Joseph, tracing how 

every story in Scripture points to Christ. 

Plan to Join in at 10:00 every Tuesday morning at Vicki’s! 

Potluck Today! 

If you didn’t bring food, you can 
help us eat what is always more 
than enough!  

Betty Demus has done a lot of gardening 
that she wants us to share among 
ourselves and anyone we know who might 
enjoy it! Look in the kitchen if you don’t see 

any on the benches. 



Always Remember:


Those in the military, especially Joseph Budai, Gaylen Gibson, Sheri Huckabay’s nephew, 

Jason Adams, Patty Johnson’s grandson, Andrew Thompson, and all those involved in the 

current efforts in Iran. 

The children and staff at Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home 

Those serving in other mission fields, including Blair’s friend Sandeep in India 

Pray for the homeless, and pray for Blair as he works to minister to them. 

Pray for peace in Ukraine and Russia, as well as in the Middle East. 

Pray for the Iranians--especially Mina’s brother—and pray for a quick resolution!     

Tehachapi Church of Christ 
Mailing address:  1121 W Valley Blvd., Suite I Box 313 

Tehachapi, CA 93561   Phone: 661-822-3991 

Street Address: 401 S. Mill St. 
 

Web: www.tehachapichurchofchrist.com 

 

Schedule of Weekly Services and other meetings 

 

Sunday 

AM Bible Class – 9:30am   AM Assembly – 10:30am 

Monday 

Al-Anon is meeting at 7:00pm* 

Tuesday 

Alcoholics Anonymous is meeting at 6:00pm* 

Wednesday 

Al-Anon is meeting at noon* 

PM Bible Study – 7:00pm 

Thursday 

Al-Anon is meeting at 7:00pm* 

Friday 
Alcoholics Anonymous is meeting at 7:00pm* 

Saturday 

Men’s AA meeting at 8:00am, and Women’s AA meeting at 9:30am* 

*Al-Anon and Alcoholics Anonymous are not direct ministries of the church, but their purposes are 

supported by the church, and they meet in our Fellowship Room.        

 

Minister:  Mark Bixler 

Elders: Derek Demus & Bill Willingham 

 

 

 

 

Elder of the Month:  

 

Bill Willingham 
:  

 


