
 

 

 
                                                                                                           July 19, 2026 

                                         
   For many of us, fast food may be the closest we’ve come to fasting, and some of us 

might even be devoted to certain items we have come to love.  

   Jesus was asked in Matthew 9 why his followers did not fast like the followers of John 

the Baptist and the followers of the Pharisees. His answer did not condemn the valid 

ideas behind their fasting, but it did reveal the need to open their eyes and embrace 

what should have been welcome changes after many years of oppression and 

scarcity. They had been fasting and praying to be set free from those conditions.  

   They may have hoped that God would just remove the Roman governors and the 

taxes that made it difficult to fill their stomachs and give them a king they could respect 

and trust. Jesus provided so much more than they had hoped for! He invited everyone 

to join in a wedding feast that would never end, but they were still fasting and praying 

outside the gate.  

   Even if we do not fast we can fail to fully enjoy the spiritual feast that God has spread 

out for us. Our lives should reflect that kind of joy ! 

                                                                                                                      -Mark 

                                                                                                                  

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

Family Matters 
NEWS AND REMINDERS FOR THE TEHACHAPI CHURCH OF CHRIST FAMILY 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
                                                       Today’s Lesson 
                                                 The Upside Down Kingdom 

         Can You Keep a Secret? 
                                 Matthew 6:1-18   Part 3 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>                



 

            

 

  



Remember in Prayer: 

 

Brandy had an appendectomy, but she is doing well. 

Kennedy Booker, the wife of Minnie’s grandson, Mason, is suffering from the same rare 

disorder that ravaged Kayla (Mason’s mother). Now Kayla has had a relapse and may need 

additional surgery. They are thankful, however, that God led them to a doctor who knows what 

to do, and they are waiting for the next steps.  

Joe’s shoulder is healing, but he does also have an injured thumb on his right hand, and he needs 

approval for treatment. He has also recently suffered abdominal pain.  
Carol’s husband John is now at home, but his hip replacement has not been healing well. He has 

been instructed to restrict movement of that hip for many weeks. 

Mark’s brother-in-law, Don, has been progressing at home after his surgery, but he did fall out of 

bed and break three ribs, so he is dealing with that pain.  

His daughter, Melanie, is now suffering pain from spjnal stenosis as well. 

Mark’s other brother-in-law, Paul, is home, but his progress is very slow and his dementia is 

rapidly worsening. 

Lyssa’s husband, Diann, seems to be healing from his broken leg. 
Eva is needing a new job and a new home. Pray for Eva and her boys! 

Keep Betty’s Mom and the rest of the family in prayer after the loss of Betty’s dad. 

In addition to his paralysis, Kirk Stewart has cancerous sores on his head, and both ears.  

Pray for the health of Bob Rivera and Beverly Ator.  
Ruthie’s friend, Gillian, Cindy’s family members, Jason, Dustin, Randy, Karen’s friends, 

Wolf, Jon, Wayne, Trish, Jessica, and Tommy, and Mark and Brenda’s neighbor, Ken, all 

have cancer. Pray for healing! 

 

Always Remember:


Those in the military, especially Joseph Budai, Gaylen Gibson, Sheri Huckabay’s nephew, 

Jason Adams, Patty Johnson’s grandson, Andrew Thompson, and all those involved in the 

current efforts in Iran. 

The children and staff at Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home 

Those serving in other mission fields, including Blair’s friend Sandeep in India 

Pray for the homeless, and pray for Blair as he works to minister to them. 

Pray for peace in Ukraine and Russia, as well as in Israel, Iran, and Lebanon. 

Pray for the Iranians--especially Mina’s brother—and pray for a quick resolution!                                    

  



Tehachapi Church of Christ       
401 S. Mill St. 

Mailing:  1121 W Valley Blvd., Suite I Box 313 

Tehachapi, CA 93561   Phone: 661-822-3991 

Web:www.tehachapchurchofchrist.com 

Schedule of Weekly Services and other meetings: 

Sunday   
Bible Class – 9:30am   Worship – 10:30am 

Monday 

Harmony in Motion exercise is at 10:00am 

Alzheimer’s and dementia support meets noon  

on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. 

Al-Anon meets at 7:00pm* 

Tuesday 

Summit Seekers homeschool support in all rooms 9:00-2:30 

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:00pm* 

Wednesday 

Cornerstone Recovery breakfast at 9:00 

Al-Anon meets at noon* 

PM Bible Study – 7:00pm 

Thursday 

Summit Seekers homeschool support in all rooms 9:00-2:30 

Al-Anon meets at 7:00pm* 

Friday 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 7:00pm*    

Saturday 

Women’s AA meeting at 9:30am* 
 

What plans might God have for your life? 
Jesus personally intervened in the life of Saul on the road to Damascus. Saul had made it his          
mission to persecute followers of Jesus. A man named Ananias was sent to Saul to tell him that God 
had very different plans for his life. Ananias said to Saul, “…what are you waiting for?  
Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:3-16)   
If you might be on the wrong path, it would be our privilege to help you discover God’s plans for   your 
life! Ask for a personal Bible study on the Welcome Card, or contact Mark.  
 

                                                  

Mark Bixler’s office hours by 

appointment 
 

Call or text:  818-470-5793 

Email: marklbixler@yahoo.com 

Elder of the Month:  

Bill Willingham 

 

 


