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If nobody is perfect, just how good is good enough? One thing that we need to stop
doing is comparing oursleves to others. We are not in a competition to just be better
than everyone else. Jesus actually said to “be perfect as your heavenly Father is
perfect” (Matthew 5:47).

Jesus did not give impossible instructions. The meaning of the Greek word for ‘perfect’
in this context means to fulfill our purpose—to be what we were created to be. What
we we created foreg We were created to love. That is what it means to be created in
the image of God.

Loving others is not always easy, especially when they hurt us by neglect or even
active aggression. With the help of the Spirit of Christ, however, it is possible. Bethany
Hamilton, the surfer girl whose arm was bitten off by a shark said, “I don’'t need easy; |
just need possible”. We can do it. We can love our enemies!

-Mark
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Today'’s Lesson
The Upstde Down Kingdom

Perfect People?

(Part 2)
Matthew 5:43-48
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YOUR ENEMIES

Remember in Prayer:

Kennedy Booker, the W“T of Minnie’s grandson, Mason, is suffering from the same rare
disorder that ravaged Kayla (Mason’s mother). They are thankful to God that Kayla’s ordeal led
them to a doctor who knows what to do, and they are waiting for surgery.Carol’s husband John
had his surgery. It did go well, but it has still been difficult so far. Pray that he will begin to feel
steady improvement in rehab in Bakersfield.

Mark’s brother-in-law, Don, has been progressing in his rehab after his surgery! Continue to
pray for his wife, Anne, and daughter, Melanie as they care for him.

Mark’s other brother-in-law, Paul, is back in rehab after another fall and broken pelvis.

Mark and Brenda will be visiting both over the next two weeks. Pray that they will be an
encouragement!

Lyssa’s husband, Diann’s leg is healing well after he fell off a horse and broke it.

Joe’s shoulder is healing, but he does also have an injured thumb on his right hand, and he needs
approval for treatment. There is some resistance to that need.

Eva is needing a new job. Pray that she gets a great one soon!

Keep Betty’s Mom and the rest of the family in prayer after the loss of Betty’s dad.

Pray for Wayne and Rhonda in the passing of their mother, Lois. (They are in SSP with Melissa
and Karen)

Pray that Brandy will be allowed to change to a position within her current company that will be
less physically challenging.

In addition to his paralysis, Kirk Stewart has cancerous sores on his head, and now on both ears.
It has become very painful.



Pray for the health of Bob Rivera and Beverly Ator.

Ruthie’s friend, Gillian, Cindy’s family members, Jason, Dustin, Randy, Karen’s friends,
Wolf, Jon, Wayne, Trish, Jessica, and Tommy, and Mark and Brenda’s neighbor, Ken, all
have cancer. Pray for healing!

Always Remember:

+Those in the military, especially Joseph Budai, Gaylen Gibson, (who is in Dubai), Sheri
Huckabay’s nephew, Jason Adams, Patty Johnson’s grandson, Andrew Thompson, and all
those involved in the current efforts in Iran.

+The children and staff at Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home

+Those serving in other mission fields, including Blair’s friend Sandeep in India

+Pray for the homeless, and pray for Blair as he works to minister to them.

+Pray for peace in Ukraine and Russia, as well as in Israel, Iran, and Lebanon.

+Pray for the Iranians--especially Mina’s brother—and pray for a quick resolution!
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Schedule of Weekly Services and other meetings

Sunday
AM Bible Class — 9:30am AM Assembly — 10:30am

Monday
Al-Anon is meeting at 7:00pm*

Tuesday
Alcoholics Anonymous is meeting at 6:00pm*

Wednesday
Al-Anon is meeting at noon*
PM Bible Study — 7:00pm

Thursday
Al-Anon is meeting at 7:00pm*

Friday

Alcoholics Anonymous is meeting at 7:00pm*

Saturday

Men’s AA meeting at 8:00am, and Women’s AA meeting at 9:30am*

*Al-Anon and Alcoholics Anonymous are not direct ministries of the church, but their purposes are
supported by the church, and they meet in our Fellowship Room.

Elder of the Month:

Bill Willingham

Minister: Mark Bixler
Elders: Derek Demus & Bill Willingham



