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As Paul addresses the issue of marriage in chapter seven of I Corinthians, has it ever occurred to you that
most if not all of those marriages were arranged by the families with little or no input from the partners? In light
of this fact, what he says in Ephesians seems even more remarkable. He commands husbands to love their
wives as Christ loved the church!
Consider these statistics (found in an article by an Indian writer):
The divorce rate for arranged marriages in India stands at 1.1%
The global rate of divorces for arranged marriages is at 6%
In the first year that there were more divorces than marriages in America, a reporter drew the conclusion that
more than 50% of marriages in America end in divorce. That writer did not take into account that there were
millions of marriages before that year began, so that was a wildly false conclusion which has become a truism
that is rarely challenged. However, it is certainly true that there is a much higher divorce rate where we
partners choose each other.
There is a debate in India as to whether arranged marriages or what they call “love marriages” are better. The
Indian writer who quoted the above statistics asks the obvious question, and gives a wise answer:
“Is this proof that arranged marriages are more successful than love marriages? Love or arranged I have seen
the best of couples fall apart and even the extreme opposites making it till the end. What matters is the ground
work that couples do to make their relationships last for a lifetime.”
Allow me to add that ‘love or arranged’, marriage is a wonderful gift from God! However, a magnet on a friend’s
refrigerator put it this way: “Marriages are not made in Heaven; they come in a kit that has to be put together”.

–Mark

TO OUR VISITORS:

Thank you for choosing to come and worship with us today! We rejoice in
your presence and pray that you have been blessed by being with us. We hope that you will return
whenever you have the opportunity.

Remember in Prayer:
Pat Stewart is suffering severe back pain, along with other health issues, and after five back
surgeries, the doctor feels that her best option is a non-invasive pain blocking procedure. She is
scheduled to receive a trial version of that on Wednesday.
April Pedretti has a cyst on one of her ovaries, and asked for prayers. She really wants to come
home to Tehachapi, so pray also that she will be restored to her position!
Donna Ricker had a successful procedure to replace the battery in her brain stimulator, but
experiences some pain.
Cindy Schmalzl has Influenza type A, and her entire office has been closed. Two co-workers have
been hospitalized.
Remember Lenora in the loss of her oldest son, Kevin.
Raymond Williams, Debbie Dufur’s brother, is in a struggle with cancer.
The pressure in Joyce’s eye is less since the laser procedure, but it fluctuates.
Lynda’s sister Janice is recovering from a procedure.
Analyse needs prayers.
Tony, Bob Hanna’s nephew, is recovering from oral surgery
Remember the ongoing health concerns of Donna Ricker, Christine Russell, Bob Rivera, Jean
Martinez, Bob Hanna, and DJ’s mother, Nicole

Always remember:
The men and women of our military
Families serving in the mission field
The children and staff at Manuelito

*************************************************************
Current series:

Blameless!
Today’s lesson:

Do Christians Belong in an Institution?
HOMEWORK: Read I Corinthians 7-8

Clothing Room:

The clothing room will be open
March
from 11:00-1:00. If you are able to help in this
see Lynda Collins.
19th,

this Tuesday,
ministry, please

Wednesday Ladies Group:

The Wednesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study is
held at 10:30 at the home of Lynda Collins: 19851 Piedra Drive. A new study of the book called The
Armor of God has begun. All ladies are welcome. If you have any questions, contact Lynda Collins or
Brenda Bixler

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Wednesday Evening Teen and Adult Bible Studies
We are enjoying a series based on a book entitled Significant Others, by Monte Cox The title does not refer
to romantic ties, but to those of other religions. It will include short lessons on DVD by the author. If you’ve
wondered what Muslims, Buddhists, B’Hai Faith, and others really believe, this will provide great insight!

=========================================
Souper sisters: The Souper Sister Lunch is this Friday, March 22, 1:00 pm, at Henry’s. All
sisters are invited to join this time of fellowship.

*******************************************
Up for grabs: New pillows have been ordered to replace the current ones. The old pillows are up for
grabs in the nursery. If you want any of them, feel free to take them home. Those not claimed will be
donated. Any questions? See Shirley or Brenda.

Sign up:

The sign-up for communion and building cleaning is posted on the bulletin board in the
foyer. Think about when you can help with these ministries, then sign up as soon as you can. There
are still a few months available.
Making some changes: Coordinators are needed for Quarterly Events and small Monthly Socials.
Signing up for a Quarterly Potluck will involve a full potluck dinner. Signing up for a Monthly Social will
only require a simple effort such as Cookies and Coffee. Please read the information that is on the
bulletin board.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Did you miss something? You can listen to past lessons at the website: tehachapicofc.org
You can also catch up on the bulletins or plan for the month, since the calendar and bulletins are
there too.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………….

LADIES: 2019 MONTHLY EVENT SIGN-UP SHEET: The sign-up sheet for
Monthly Coordinators for the coming year is now posted on the bulletin board. We will only look to fill
the first six months of the year at this time. Hurry and sign up, so you will be sure to get the month
you want to serve. January, February, and May have been taken.
***********************************************************************

Special Contribution for Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home

Today’s the day!

You have an opportunity to give toward the fund that helps supply the
home with trash bags and other needs on the first Sunday of each month.

Mark Bixler’s office
hours by appointment

Tehachapi Church of Christ
401 S. Mill St.
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone: 661-822-3991
Web: www.tehachapicofc.org

Call or text: 818/470-5793
Email:
marklbixler@yahoo.com

Schedule of Weekly Services
Sunday
Elder of the Month:
AM Bible Class – 9:30 AM
Derek Demus
AM Assembly – 10:30 AM
Ladies Coordinator:
PM Bible Study – 6:00 PM
Brandy Spencer
Monday
Greeter: Minnie Booker
Alanon* 7:00 PM
Wednesday
Building Cleaning:
Women’s Bible Study-10:30 AM
Shirley Peters
PM Bible Study – 7:00 PM
Communion: Ruthie Grimes
Friday
Alcoholics Anonymous* 7:00 PM
*Alanon and Alcoholics Anonymous are not direct ministries of the church, but their missions are supported
by the church, and they meet in our Fellowship Room
Minister: Mark Bixler
Elders: Derek Demus & Bill Willingham

What plans might God have for your life?
Jesus personally intervened in the life of Saul on the road to Damascus. Saul had made it his
mission to persecute followers of Jesus. A man named Ananias was sent to Saul to tell him that
God had very different plans for his life. Ananias said to Saul, “…what are you waiting for, get up,
be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:3-16)
If you might be on the wrong path, it would be our privilege to help you discover God’s plans for
your life! Ask for a personal Bible study on the Welcome Card, or contact Mark Bixler.
Our Records
AM Bible Study
AM Worship
PM Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Wednesday Bible
Study
Contribution

1/27/19
26
49
14
12
10

2/3/19
26
56
14
NC
12

2/10/19
23
37
NC
8
14

2/17/19
NC
NS
NC
8
15

2/24/19 3/3/19
20
26
48
58
16
4
12
9

3/10/19
29
55
13

$ 1383

$2874

$1280

$

$2927

$ 1599

$ 5076

12

Special Contribution
for Manuelito last
week: $293
Weekly
Budget: $1770.00

